Puerperal retroperitoneal abscess caused by Clostridium difficile: case report and review of the literature.
Retroperitoneal infection can be lethal. Optimal management is still elusive to describe because of the small number of case reports. We presented here a case of retroperitoneal abscess caused by Clostridium difficile arising in the puerperal period. Case report and review of recent English-language literature. The patient presented with surgical incision dehiscence. A gas-forming fluid collection was discovered in the pelvic retroperitoneal fascia by computed tomography, but the patient did not show marked symptoms of sepsis. Emergency laparotomy drainage and debridement were performed. Clostridium difficile was isolated, and she was treated with a three-week course of vancomycin. The patient recovered without major morbidity. Recent case reports describe variation in the course of the disease and management options for puerperal retroperitoneal infection. Puerperal retroperitoneal abscess caused by C. difficile can present with minimal symptoms. Prompt recognition, early surgical intervention, and optimal use of antibiotics can reduce morbidity and prevent death.